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Dear Colleague,
Re vCJD pre-surgical assessment for patients undergoing surgery or neuro-endoscopy on high risk tissues: highly transfused patients

Patient’s name:

Patient’s NHS no:

Patient’s date of birth:

I would be grateful for your help with gathering information on this patient whose previous transfusions may have put him/her at increased risk of variant CJD. 
This patient has been identified as possibly having received blood components from 80 or more donors. If this is found to be the case, then the patient will be considered to have an increased risk of variant CJD, and public health precautions will need to be taken. 

I have reviewed our records and have found that the patient has received blood components in this hospital. I have recorded this in Section B of the attached Highly Transfused vCJD Risk Assessment Form. The patient reports that s/he has also received blood components at your hospital. I would be grateful if you would review your records to help me complete this patient’s transfusion history.

Please review this patient’s transfusion history since 1980 (if available). Please add any information on this patient’s transfusion history to Section B of the attached form. Please enter the date of each transfusion and the number of units/bags of each blood component received from your laboratory. Information on this pre-surgical assessment process is available on the HPS website at http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/haiic/creutzfeldtjakobdisease.aspx
Please return the form to me as soon as possible so that I can calculate the total number of donor exposures from all the transfusions this patient has received at different hospitals. Please let me know if there are any gaps or problems with the information available, or if there are no available records at your trust for this patient.
Please do not hesitate to ring me if you would like to discuss this further, or need any help in recording the patient’s transfusion history.
Thank you for your help,
Yours sincerely, 

[enter name]
Lead Consultant
Pre-surgical assessment vCJD – Letter to other blood laboratories Scotland – July 2009


